“SAVING THE WETLANDS OF BANGLADESH”

Of Bangladesh’s nearly 150,000 square kilometers of land area, almost half of that is considered as a special marsh ecosystem known as “wetlands”. In fact, Bangladesh has been bestowed with the world’s largest wetlands and deltas, found within the Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna river systems.    The wetlands of Bangladesh provide not only a wide range of important ecological, cultural, social, economic, agricultural and commercial values to its people, but they are also the home of uncounted millions of plants and animals that are of substantial significance both locally AND globally. The wetlands are so crucial to Bangladesh, that it’s regarded as the heart and arteries of Bangladesh’s socio-economy.   However, as Bangladesh develops and grows, with a population that has doubled in the last 40 years, the wetlands are disappearing at an alarming rate largely because of inefficient land-management practices and irresponsible bureaucrats who are ignoring newly-enacted laws.   Even though there are some exceptional actions taken by a few government agencies and non-governmental organizations intent on protecting these wetlands, the government of Bangladesh has as yet been unable to stop the enormous and tragic loss of habitat, to stem the dwindling biodiversity of Bangladesh wetlands. 

 

Therefore, pioneering leaders in Bangladesh conservation such as Enayetullah Khan, Dr. Anwarul Islam, Enam Ul-Haque and their team at the Wildlife Trust of Bangladesh, as well as Faridur Reza Shagor and Shahidul Alam of Channel “i” in Bangladesh, in conjunction with the noted biologist Dr. Elliott Haimoff and his documentary production company, Global Science Productions, have decided to all join forces and produce a one-hour, high-definition, TV documentary special on the plight of the wetlands of Bangladesh.   Dr. Haimoff of Global Science Productions has already filmed two other full-length wildlife conservation documentaries in Bangladesh over the past two years, and he has produced well over 200 science, space, and nature documentaries and TV news segments over the past 20 years.

This is one last-ditch effort to save and conserve the treasure of Bangladesh, its biodiversity and its wetland habitats, as well as to educate the people of Bangladesh about the predicament of their wetlands, before this habitat and all of the rare animals and plants here would be lost forever.  The hopes are that this program will contribute to the fight to save the wetlands and the Delta regions of Bangladesh by profiling their plight to the global media, and will hopefully be the turning point for the wetlands, and the animals, on the brink of extinction. In addition, such a program would attract attention from multi-national corporations and other non-governmental organizations, motivating them to participate in conservation efforts and outreach programs, as well as give further incentives to the government to enact stricter laws to protect the wetlands from destructive development.

This project can be set up as EITHER a “non-profit” OR a “for profit” project, depending upon the requirements of any conservation agency, foundation, corporation, or any individuals requiring a 501(c) non-profit organization to provide funding.  Since one of the partners for this project is a non-profit organization, funding can be provided to them for disbursement, and the copyright and entire program’s profits will be given to that organization.   Otherwise, funding would go through Global Science Productions directly as a for-profit project, and sponsors would have a vested interest in the program. 

